THEIR VOICE  IS  HEARD

disregard of caste in the Arya community strongly
appeals.1

The Brahmos, on the other hand, although they in-
creased their membership 16 per cent, between the two
latest Censuses, numbered, in 1921, fewer than 6,400.
Yet, we are told, their influence, which should not alto-
gether be measured by their small numbers, lies, for
the major part, among the intellectual Hindus of Bengal.2

Perhaps a more cheerful sign, from the Untouchable
point of view, lies in the reports of Seth Jamnaal
Bajaj's action in throwing open the Hindu temple at
Wardha to Untouchables,3 and of Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya's new movement to purify the out-
castes through an initiation ceremony.4

But the response of the Untouchables to this some-
what new interest in their well-being, on the part of
the caste Hindus, strikes a new note of boldness. As,
when opening the All-India Depressed Class Confer-
ence in Madras in February 1929 the President, Mr.
B. C. Mandal, said :

The jugglers talk of equality and fraternity but
their sympathies are lip deep. They have been
giving us bluffs for the last five thousand years,...
The so-called patriots of India demand political
rights, but they are not ready to give social rights
to their own countrymen. . . . My friends, do not
depend upon any body, try to raise yourselves,
have faith in God and in your own'selves.5

1 Census of India, 1921, Vol. I, Part I, p. 119.             2 Ibid.

3 The Hindu, Madras, December 20th, 1928.

*Ibid.t December 3oth, 1928.     * Ibid., February 25th, 1929.
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